[Chemotherapy of skin and soft tissue tumors].
Systemic chemotherapy may be used in locally advanced or metastatic soft tissue sarcoma for palliation. Malignant melanoma shows objective responses in about 20% of patients treated with chemotherapy or with cytokines (IL-2, alpha-IFN). Adjuvant chemotherapy has not proven to be effective in either of these entities. The risk of local recurrences in limbs however can be reduced by hyperthermic perfusion with cytotoxic agents. Neoadjuvant (preoperative) treatment of locally advanced tumors needs to be prospectively evaluated. Symptomatic Kaposi sarcoma can be effectively treated with alpha-IFN or chemotherapy.